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LIST OF CURRENT CLAIMS 



V, 



to 



1. (Currently Amended) Covering for a surface, comprising a number of successive 
^panels (2) on the one hand , and of fixing means (3) therefor on th e oth e r hand , said 

dng means comprising holders f4) including fixing parts (10-1 1»12 ' 13) , said fixing parts 
arranged to engage and retain the panels (2) in a disconnectable manner over a part 
of a tnfe thickness of the panels fg> ; said panels being mounted in rows, and after thev 
have been mounted on the holders, can be separated from their respective holders and 
removed without interference with the panels which are located in the adjacent rows on 

either side, an\ ^ft^l^ 

wherein thevpanels mesh on their edges bv means of a tongue and groove joint, ^ 1 
either directly or by means of an inserted element, said meshing including locating of 
a tongue within a grooves 

2. (Canceled) 

3. (Currently Amended) Covering according to claim 1 or 52 , wherein the holders (4) 
are each provided with at least two fixingvparts (10-1 1-12-13) made in one piece with 
the holders, and which are arranged so as tosco-operate with two edges or portions of 
one and the same panel (2) respectively , for examp l e with the oppos i t e e dg e s (6 - 7) 
thereof, or with port i ons s i tuated in the vicin i ty ther 

4. (Currently Amended) Covering according to claim 1 or 52 . wherein the holders f4) 
comprise separate elements which are fixable can be f i xed son a base, wher e by and 
wherein each holder f4) cooperates with a respective single pai^el {2). 

5. (Currently Amended) Covering according to claim 1 or 52 , whereta the holders (4) 
comprise elements wh i ch can be f i xed fixable on a base, and wherein each holder (4) 
includes fixing devices (3) which are arranged to co-operate with severakpanels (2) 
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situatedsnext to one another. 

6. (CurrentlV Amended) Covering according to claim 1 or 52 , wherein the holders (4) 
are each provided w i th include two fixing parts (12-10) wh i ch ar e arranged to co-operate 
with the edges V with panel portions situated near the panel edges respectively, of two 
adjacent panels-fe). 

7. (Currently Amended) Covering according to claim 1 or 52 , including a spacer and 
wherein said holders (Aco-operate with said space r, for exampl e a profi le (55) upon 
or onto wh i ch the panels are mounted . 

8. (Currently Amended) Covering according to claim 1 or 52 , wherein each holder (4) 
includes a stopping part (23) with which said holder (4) can be positioned against a 
panel or holder part of a the covering {+) which has already been installed , ei ther 
aga i nst a holder (4) thereof, or against a pane l (2) thereof . 

9. (Currently Amended) Covering according to claim 8, wherein the stopping part (23) 
is formed of a protruding lip which functions as a spacer. 

10. (Currently Amended) Covering according to claim 8, wherein the holder (4) has a 
configuration des i gn , on the side where the stopping part (23) is situated on th e on e 
hand , and on the opposite side thereof on the other h^nd , such that when several of 
said holders (4) are mounted one after the other, the stopping part (23) of the one 
holder (4) can be freely brought up located against the edgfe (6) of the panel (2) which 
is being held by the other holder-(4). \ 

11. (Currently Amended) Covering according to claim 10, wrierein every each 
respective holder (4) concerned is provided with at least one stopping part (23) on one 
edge, and is provided, opposite every each stopping part (23), wittva portion which 
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leaves the eqge (6) of a clamped-in panel (2) free. 

12. (Currently Amended) Covering according to claim 1 or 52 . wherein the holders (4) 
include clampingWvices ffH-) which are arranged so as to enable the holders to be 
snapped-in on an underlying structure. 

13. (Currently Amendeq) Covering according to claim 1 or 52 . wher ei n e ach ho l d e r (4) 
i ncludes f i x i ng parts (1 0-\l -1 2-1 3) wh i ch co-operat e w i th the pan el s (2) and, at l e ast on 
one side T every fix i ng part (\ CM 1 or 1 2-1 3) has each fixing part including features which 
facilitate a smooth, lateral, flexible bending, and so that in a direction perpendicular to 
the surface of the covering (4f\a firm interlocking is enabled. 

14. (Currently Amended) Covering, according to claim 13, wherein said fixing parts (40- 
11 or 12-13) comprise elastically bendable lips which are shaped by bending each lip 
backward out of the plane of the holder (4), and then forward again. 

15. (Currently Amended) Covering according to claim 14, wherein each of the holders 
(4) is equipped with a combination of one or several fixing parts (12-1 3) on th e one hand 
which are formed of said elastically bendable lk>s which are shaped by bending each 
lip backward out of the plane of the holder {4\and then forward again , each said 
bendable lips to further form including a hook-shsmed part and of one or more 
fixing parts (10-1 1 ) on the other hand which are e quipped provided with a relatively rigid 
hook-shaped part-f+5), and wherein at least one of the fixing parts (10-11 or 12 - 13) also 
has an inclined guiding part \ 

16. (Currently Amended) Covering according to claim 14, wherein the elastically 
bendable lips which are bent backward out of the plane of the holder (4) and then 
forward again, comprise two parts (28-2 9 ) r e spect i ve l y , and i n\that wherein a the 
second part (29) is made such that, in a state of rest when no panel (2) has been 
provided in it yet, is pressed against the other part (20-51) with a certain force (F), such 
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that a the position of the lower end of the second part (29), and thus of the a hook- 
shaped parW^ formed there, is always fixed. 

17. (Currently Vmended) Covering according to claim 4 52, wherein the panels (2) 
overlap each other at their adjacent edges (6 - 7) . 

18. (Currently Amended) Covering according to claim 17, wherein the panels (2) 
include overlapping parts (25-26) on the opposite edges (6-7), whereby, when mounted , 
a first part (26) of one p>ane! (2) is located behind a second part (25) of an adjacent 
panel (2), and wherein a recess or free portion (27) is provided on the second part (25), 
such that the one panel (2)\can always be freely rotated outward a l ong about the first 
part-(26). \ 

19. (Currently Amended) Covering according to claim 17, wherein the panels (2) may 
be meshed together at their adjacent edges, but nevertheless may still be laterally 
shifted when mounted on said holders , against the a spring force exerted bv said 
elasticallv bendable lips of one or several f i x i ng parts (10-1 1^1 2-1 3) provid e d on each 
respective holder (4) , and wherein the rtaeshing is such that a single panel (2) can be 
removed from between the adjacent parcels (2) by shifting the panel parallel to the 
covering and by subsequently rotating the panel. 

20. (Currently Amended) Covering accordingly claim 19, wherein each respective 
fixing part (10-11) includes a guiding part (16) arranged so that the panels (2), when 
being pressed in for engagement with the fixing parts , are shifted laterally to b e and 
subsequently shifted back when mounted, whereby sWl guiding part (46) ensures that 
the respective meshing parts first pass one another to subsequently mesh one after the 
other as a result of the shifting back. \ 

21 . (Currently Amended) Covering according to claim 1 or 52 , wherein the holders (4) 
include gripping means (44) which provide a tight grip when skid holder (4) is secured 
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on a base. 

22. (Current l y Amended) Cover i ng according to c l a i m 21 , wher ei n said gr i pp i ng m e ans 
(41 ) composes points of support (44-45) wh i ch are l ocated on eith e r sid e of a f i x i ng 
poif^(42) aWj which are mad e such that th e ho l der (4) i s sl i ght l y b e nt wh e n b ei ng 
secured, so that the holder (4) i s t i ghtened aga i nst th e base on said points of support 
(44-45) when secured on the base. 

23. (Current l y Amended) Cover i ng accord i ng to c l a i m 1 or52, wh e re i n th e ho l d e rs (4) 
e ach i nc l ude on l y one\fastener f i x i ng po i nt (42 )- 

24. (Currently Amended) >Covering according to cla i m 1 or52, wher e in the ho l d e rs (4) 
i nc l ude pos i t i oning means (46)t 

25. (Current l y Amended) Covering accord i ng to cla i m 24, wherein the pos i t i oning 
means-(46 ) compr i ses a supporting surface (47) , enab l ing the ho l der (4 ) to b e l at e ra ll y 
pressed against a base, sa i d support i ng surface (47 ) compr i s i ng an L-shaped s e at i ng 
together with the bottom side of the Kfolder (4)t 

2C. (Currently Amended) Cover i ng accorcjing to c l a i m 1 , or_52 where i n th e panels (2) 
and/or the fixing parts are prov i ded w i th beve ll ed and/or rounded-of f edg e s (49-50) 
wh i nh fac ili tate the turn i ng i n and out of the pane l s (2 Vfeta tive to each other . 

27. (Currently Amended) Covering accord i ng to cl^ i m 1 or_52, wherein th e ho l d e rs (4) 
each compr i se at l east two pairs of f i x i ng parts (10-VI-1 2-13) per pan el (2) to be h el d, 
said pa i rs situated on either s i de of a stopp i ng part (23) l ocated i n th e midd le of th e 
holder. 



20. (Current l y Amended) Cover i ng according to c l aim 1 or52> wher ei n e ach ho l der (4) 
compr i ses on l y one pair of f i x i ng parts per pane l (2) to be he l dy 
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29. (Canceled) 

30. (Currently Amended) Covering according to claim 1 29, wherein the fixing means 
(3), as weltVas the said tongue and groove joint, enable the panels (2) to be rotated 
along the siae of the tongue (35) during assembly and disassembly of the panels and 
holders. \ 

31 . (Currently Amfended) Covering according to claim 30, including fix i ng parts (10 - 1 1- 
12-13) and where i msa i d fixing parts are located along the side of the a tongue , each of 
said fixing parts located along the side of a tongue including features which include a 
smooth, lateral, flexible bending, and so that in a direction perpendicular to the surface 
of the covering a firm interlocking is enabled. (35), sa i d f i x i ng parts corr e spond i ng to 
the fix i ng parts def i ned i ntela i m 13. 

32. (Currently Amended) Cohering according to claim 129, wherein the fixing means 
(3), as well as the above-ment i oned said tongue and groove joint, enable the panels-(2) 
to be rotated along the side of the\jroove (36) during the assembly and disassembly of 
the panels and holders. \ 

33. (Currently Amended) Covering according to claim 32, including fix i ng parts (10 - 11 - 
1 2-1 3), and wherein the said fixing parts ate located along the side of the groove , each 
fixing part located along the side of the groove including features which facilitate a 
smooth, lateral, flexible bending, and so that inva direction perpendicular to the surface 
of the covering a firm interlocking is enabled. (3 G \sa i d fix i ng parts corr e sponding to the 
fix i ng parts def i ned i n c l a i m 13. \ 

34. (Canceled) \ 



35. (Currently Amended) Covering according to claim \1 or 52 34, wherein said 
inserted elements are connected to one panel (2) such thsrt they always occupy a 



Serial Number: 09/869,299 
Group Art Unit: 3635 



specific lateral position. 

36 (Current^Amended) Covering according to claim 1, wherein the tongue and 
r|mr>\/p nf th« tnrUe ™* r|rnnvpt joint is formed in the panels, and the pai .cL (2) .ncludo 
^^pa,^^ ( 35) a nd u y uo v c (3 B) ,-«<H»rthrt at least one 
of thetpng^nd^ the^e^pHwarts is located outside a respective fix.ng part 
(10-1 1,1213) -h- W n"™'* are e n qai pH *nd retained hv the fixing parts, moufrted. 

37 (Currently Amende\ Covering according to claim 1 or_52, wherein the panels (2) 
are provided with parts fiLg one after the other, and in that the part which is situated 
on one longitudinal edge o\the panels extends up to the vicinity of the f.x.ng part 
(45) of a following panel (2) to be mounted. 

38 (Currently Amended) Covelg according to claim 37, wherein said part extends to 
underneath andbevond said fixin^art (42)^/e«^^ 
part (12) . 

39. (Currently Amended) Covering ac\rding to claim 1or_52, wherein the panels {2) 

eonstst comprise of laths. 

40. (Currency Amended) Covering according claim 1 or_52, wherein the panels (2) 
include connecting devices on their crosscut siites. 

41 (Currently Amended) Covering according toVlaim 40, wherein the connecting 
devices provide for an interlocking, both in a direction which is at right angles to the 
surface of the covering W and in a direction which\s parallel to the surface of the 
covering (+). 

42. (Currently Amended) Covering according to claim 1 ^52, wherein the panels (2) 

have a massive core. 
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43 (Original) CcVering according to claim 42, wherein the panels are made from a 
material selected from the group consisting of wood and a product having a wood base, 
including MDF or Ht 

44 (Currently Amende\ Covering according to claim 1 or52, wherein the holders W 
include fixing parts (IO - \ or 12 13 > on one side which are formed of a rigid, hook- 
shaped part (10 or 17) . 

45 (Currently Amended) c\ering according to claim 1 ol52, wherein two or more 
panels (2) are connected at their crosscut ends by means of an accessory (6+>, said 
acc^comprisingabodyhaW <62^d bent edges (63=64^d^aid^ 
(62) which co-operate with said th^edges of the panels (2). 

Claims 46, 47 and 48 (Canceled) 

49 (Currently Amended) Method for falling a covering formed of panels (2) which 
are provided with a tongue (35) and a grooV (36) respectively on at least two opposite 
edges (5=6) which function as a unit when assembled, comprising mounting holders (4) 
with fixing parts fle-VMa ^ h i U . c an woV ^t^of^tion cog^erating w.th sa.d 
panels (2), and then hooking each pane, in a respective holder (4) with one pane, edge 
and then rotating the pane, into the plane of theNcovering W so that not only are the 
panels (2) fixed between the fixing parts of the hoNders (4), but also said tongue (35) 
and grooved are coupled together wi th a tonqueWrted in a respective groov e. 

50 (Currently Amended) Method according to c.aim ^ including the step of shifting 
^^^r^f eac^ar^mm edge that «h£h is provided with the groove 
m over the tongue (35) of a previously installed pan^l (2), or vice versa, said 
interlocking part of the holder (4) being .ateral.y bent, so that^a hooking-in is ach.eved 
on the opposite interlocking part. 
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51 . (Previously Amended) Method for disassembling a covering installed according to 
claim 50, comprising reversing the steps recited in claim 50. 

52. (New) Covering for\a surface, comprising a number of successive panels, and of 
fixing means therefor, said fixing means comprising holders including fixing parts, said 
fixing parts arranged to engage and retain the panels at least on one side in a 
disconnectable manner over a part of the thickness of the panels, each fixing part 
including features which facilitate a smooth, lateral, flexible bending, so that in a 
direction perpendicular to the surface of the covering a firm interlocking is enabled; 

said features including efastically bendable lips which are bent backward out of 
the plane of the holder and then forward again, said lips comprising two parts, wherein 
the second part is made such thatVi a state of rest when no panel has been provided 
in it yet, is pressed against the othenpart with a force (F), such that the position of the 
lower end of the second part, and thus of a hook-shaped part formed there, is always 
fixed. \ 

53. (New) Covering according to claimVl, wherein the panels are provided with 
rounded-off edges which facilitate turning in and out of the panels relative to each other. 

54. (New) Covering according to claim 1 , wherein the panels are provided with beveled 
and rounded-off edges which facilitate turning in\and out of the panels relative to each 
other. \ 

55. (New) Covering according to claim 1, wherein \he fixing parts are provided with 
beveled edges with facilitate turning in and out of the panels relative to each other. 

56. (New) Covering according to claim 1, wherein the fixing parts are provided with 
rounded off edges which facilitate turning in and out of the panels relative to each other. 



Serial Number: 09/869,299 
Group Art Unit: 3635 



57. (New) Covering according to claim 1, wherein the panels and fixing parts are 
provided with bevele^l edges which facilitate turning in and out of the panels relative to 
each other. 

58. (New) Covering according to claim 1, wherein the panels and fixing parts are 
provided with rounded off edges which facilitate turning in and out of the panels relative 
to each other. 

59. (New) Covering for a Surface, comprising a number of successive panels, and 
fixing means therefore, said fixing means comprising holders including fixing parts, said 
fixing parts arranged to engage and retain the panels in a disconnectable manner over 
a part of the thickness of the panels; 

said panels mounted on said holders in rows wherein the panels, after they have 
been mounted, can be separated from their respective holders and removed without 



arc 



interference with the panels which ate located in adjacent rows on either side; 

each fixing part including features which facilitate a smooth, lateral, flexible 
bending, and so that in a direction perpendicular to the surface of the covering a firm 
interlocking is enabled; 

flexible bending of a bendable fixing^part enabling a panel secured by said fixing 
part to be released from its respective holder upon movement of said panel in a 
direction causing flexible bending of said bendable fixing part in a direction enabling 
separation of a side of said panel opposite a side located at said bendable fixed part 
from a fixing part retaining said panel in direction perpendicular to a surface of the 
covering, to thereby release the panel from the firm interlocking with said fixing part. 

60. (New) Covering according to claim 59, whereirk the holders comprise separate 
elements which can be individually fixed on a base, wherein each holder cooperates 
with a respective single panel. 
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61. (New\ Covering according to claim 59, wherein the holders comprise separate 
elements finable on a base, each holder cooperating with a respective single panel, and 
each holder comprising two fixing parts made in one piece with the respective holder, 
said fixing paris arranged to cooperate with two edges or portions of one and the same 
panel respectively. 

62. (New) Covering according to claim 59, wherein said fixing parts comprise 
elastically bendablet lips which are shaped by bending each lip backward out of the 
plane of the holder aWl then forward again. 

63. (New) Covering according to claim 59, wherein said panels and the fixing parts 
opposite laterally bendaole fixing parts of a holder are configured such that when a 
panel is inserted with one edge behind a laterally bendable fixing part of a holder the 
panel may be fixed by urging It upward into engagement with the opposite fixing part of 
the respective holder. \ 

64. (New) Covering for a surfaced comprising a number of successive panels and of 
fixing means, said fixing means comprising holders including fixing parts, said fixing 
parts arranged to engage and retain the panels in a disconnectable manner over a part 
of the thickness of the panels, said holders comprising separate elements fixable on a 
base, wherein each holder cooperated with a respective single panel; a spacer 
cooperating with said holders; said spacercomprising a profile and said holders being 
formed of plastic. \ 

65. (New) Covering for a surface, comprising ^number of successive panels and a 
fixing means, said fixing means comprising hold^s including fixing parts, said fixing 
parts arranged to engage and retain the panels in drsconnectable manner over a part 
of the thickness of the panels, said covering comprisina a floor covering, said holders 
comprising thin, flat strips, and said fixing means comprising fixing parts protruding from 
a surface of said strips. \ 



